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Chick Definitions
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Ice cream containers
Margarine pots

Shoe box or wine cask
Paper towels

Toilet tissue
Newspaper

Wombaroo Insectivore, Lorikeet mix, Granivore
Avione hand rearing food

Vetafarm Neocare hand-rearing food
Rehydration fluid, Polyaid

Egg and biscuit mix

Mealworms

Budgie or canary seed

Chicken/turkey starter crumbles

by Norma Henderson

Syringes with plastic tubing
Droppers

Forceps

Digital thermometer
Heating pad

Hot water bottle

25/40 watt coloured globes
Scales

When sent on a young bird rescue, it is advisable to take a variety of containers, such as margarine and /or ice cream containers, warmed
hot water bottle, cardboard box or pet carriers, as well as some cloth for 'nest' padding. People have different definitions for 'small' and

'large’ birds.

Many calls for baby birds have in fact been for something quite different so be prepared. A baby emu turned out to be a plover, a baby
pelican was an unfeathered Indian mynah, a sea eagle was a starling and so on! Try to identify the bird as soon as possible.

Where it was found?

What is the colour inside the mouth?

What does the beak look like?
What is the colour of the skin,
What sound does it make?
What size is it?

If the chick is injured or very cold it should be taken into care and monitored.
Take note at the rescue site of exactly where the chick was found, whether
there is a nest around, if the parent birds are around and are predators such
as cats or currawongs there. If the chick recovers well it might be possible to
take it back to its parents. The following steps should be taken.

Identification & Care of Chicks, Nestlings & Fledglings

Has the chick been blown or washed out of the nest?
What type of nest, if available? Is the chick injured?

Does it have a large parasite load?

Has it been displaced by a cuckoo?
down or feathers? Has it been taken from the nest by a currawong and dropped?
Have the parent birds been injured or killed?




